2011

Charter for promoting

OUTWARD FACING SCHOOL COMMUNITIES
School Community Partnerships for Learning

Context

Purpose

6FKRROFRPPXQLW\SDUWQHUVKLSVDUHFHQWUDOWROHDUQLQJDQGVFKRROLPSURYHPHQW*RYHUQPHQWVV\VWHPVVFKRROVFRPPXQLWLHVRUJDQLVDWLRQVDQGLQGLYLGXDOVFDQVLJQL¿FDQWO\
LQÀXHQFHWKHIDFWRUVWKDWSURPRWHWKHGHYHORSPHQWRIVWURQJFRPPXQLWLHVWRHQKDQFHOHDUQLQJDFKLHYHPHQWDQGOLIHFKDQFHVIRUDOO

The Catholic School on the Threshold of the Third Millennium (1997) states ‘Parents
have a particularly important part to play in the educating community, since it is to them that
primary and natural responsibility for their children’s education belongs..... It is necessary to
foster initiatives which encourage commitment, but which provide at the same time the right
sort of concrete support which the family needs and which involve it in the Catholic school’s
educational project. The constant aim of the school therefore, should be contact and
dialogue with the pupils’ families,... in order to clarify with their indispensable collaboration
WKDWSHUVRQDOLVHGDSSURDFKZKLFKLVQHHGHGIRUDQHGXFDWLRQDOSURMHFWWREHHI¿FDFLRXV¶
The Melbourne Declaration on Educational Goals for Young Australians (2008),
commits Australian governments ‘to working with all school sectors to ensure that schools
engage young Australians, parents, carers, families, other education and training providers,
business and the broader community to support students’ progress through schooling, and
to provide them with rich learning, personal development and citizenship opportunities’ and

VWDWHVWKDWSDUWQHUVKLSVEHWZHHQWKHVHVWDNHKROGHUVµEULQJPXWXDOEHQH¿WVDQGPD[LPLVH
student engagement and achievement.’
The &DWKROLF(GXFDWLRQ2IÀFH0HOERXUQH &(20 2011 – 2015 Directions for Catholic
Education in the Archdiocese of MelbourneLGHQWL¿HVPartnershipsDVRQHRIWKH¿YH
key action areas with the following objectives: increase the active engagement of parents
in their child’s learning; develop Catholic schools as core community centres; promote and
develop collaborative networks of learning.
The &DWKROLF(GXFDWLRQ2IÀFH0HOERXUQH &(20 Parents as Partners in Catholic
EducationSROLF\VWDWHVµ3DUHQWSDUWLFLSDWLRQLQDGLYHUVLW\RIUROHVDI¿UPVWKHLPSRUWDQWUROH
of parents as partners with the Church through the school and with the broader community
in supporting the learning and development of their children’.

7he&harterDVVHUWVtheiPpRrtanFeRIsFhRROFRPPXnit\partnershipsinFRntriEXtinJtRsXFFessIXOOearninJe[perienFesIRraOOFhiOGrenanG\RXnJpeRpOe
7he&harterDIÀUPVthatpartnershipsenJenGersXppRrtIRrtheGeYeORpPentanGZeOOEeinJRI\RXnJpeRpOeanGtheirIaPiOiesanGserYetRPa[iPisestXGentenJaJePentanGaFhieYePent
7he&harterUHFRJQLVHVthatparentsarethepriPar\eGXFatRrsRItheirFhiOGrenanGthatthepartnershipRIprinFipaOsstaIIanGparentsZRrNinJtRJetherZiththeZiGerFRPPXnit\isFentraO
tRtheGeYeORpPentRItheZhROeFhiOG

Concepts

/HDUQLQJ
Learning occurs, formally and informally, in school, home
and community environments where children, young people
and adults feel comfortable, accepted, motivated and
challenged.
Educators can increase academic achievement of students
from diverse groups if they make use of, and celebrate, the
NQRZOHGJHVNLOOVDQGODQJXDJHVWKHVHVWXGHQWVDFTXLUH
in the informal learning environments of their homes and
communities (Moll & Gonzales, 2004).
2XWZDUGIDFLQJVFKRROV
The term ‘outward facing school’ invites school communities
to ‘look out’ beyond the school gate and recognise their
larger role in the community. Through engagement in
authentic partnerships with families and the community,
WKHRXWZDUGIDFLQJVFKRROFDQH[SORUHOHDUQLQJLQDOO
its possibilities and make a contribution to the entire
community’s capacity to learn (Goodfellow, 2008;
Leithwood, Harris & Strauss, 2010).

3DUHQWHQJDJHPHQW
‘Parent engagement is concerned with the beliefs, attitudes
and activities of parents and other family members to
support children’s learning at home and at school’ (Cronin,
2010). Engagement implies ‘enabling parents to take their
place alongside educators in the schooling of their children,
¿WWLQJWRJHWKHUWKHLUNQRZOHGJHRIFKLOGUHQWHDFKLQJDQG
learning, with teachers’ knowledge’ (Pushor, 2007).
Three useful ways for schools to think about parent
engagement:
for learningRFFXUVZKHQVFKRROVWDNHVSHFL¿FVWHSV
WRFRQQHFWSDUHQWVWRLQVFKRROOHDUQLQJVXFKDVRSHQ
classrooms, online support or curriculum nights;
through learningLQYROYHVLQTXLU\EDVHGOHDUQLQJ
opportunities for parents, such as parent education
classes, workshops or study groups; and
about learning is where parents actively engage with
teachers and students to understand more about the
process of learning, how teachers teach and what
parents can do at home to support learning.
 +DUULV$QGUHZ3RZHU *RRGDOO 

Social capital
Social capital is essentially about trust, engagement,
communication, shared values, aspirations, networks and
LQWHUFRQQHFWHGQHVV 2WHUR :HVW%XUQKDP 6RFLDO
capital refers to the institutions, relationships, and norms
WKDWVKDSHWKHTXDOLW\DQGTXDQWLW\RIDVRFLHW\¶VVRFLDO
interactions. It is not just the sum of the institutions which
underpin a society – it is the glue that holds them together
:RUOG%DQN 
%\YDOXLQJGLYHUVLW\DQGIRVWHULQJUHODWLRQVKLSVVFKRROV
EXLOGVRFLDOFDSLWDODQGPDNHDVLJQL¿FDQWFRQWULEXWLRQWR
the development of the entire community’s capacity to
learn, including those for whom they have strong statutory
responsibility.
6FKRROFRPPXQLW\SDUWQHUVKLSV
‘A school community partnership is a collaborative
relationship among the family, school and community
designed primarily to produce positive educational and
social outcomes for children and youth, while being mutually
EHQH¿FLDOWRDOOSDUWLHVLQYROYHG¶ (OOLV +XJKHV 

Principles of an outward facing school

Leading to action

When schools and communities work together using an ‘outward
facing’ approach they:

The Charter calls on education systems, school communities and the community sector to acknowledge the essential role of
families and community in enhancing wellbeing and learning outcomes for all children and young people by:

IRVWHUHQJDJHPHQWLQOHDUQLQJDQGEXLOGRZQHUVKLSZKHUHE\
students, teachers, families, schools and communities work in
partnership to develop ideas and make them happen.
H[WHQGEH\RQGWKHPDUJLQVRIIRUPDOVFKRROLQJDQGDVVXFKFDQ
be owned collectively; they share resources, accountability and
responsibility.
EXLOGVRFLDOFDSLWDODQGFRQQHFW\RXQJSHRSOHDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV
ZLWKLQWKHFRPPXQLW\VRHYHU\RQHH[SHULHQFHVDVHQVHRI
belonging and hope for the future.
HQKDQFHWKHFRQ¿GHQFHDQGFDSDFLW\RIWKHFRPPXQLW\WR
engage in learning and promote wellbeing and achievement for
all young people.
$GDSWHGIURP:HVW%XUQKDP-)DUUDU0 2WHUR*  6FhRRO
&RPPXnities:RrNinJtRJethertRtransIRrPFhiOGren¶sOiYes. Network
Continuum Education, London.

EXLOGLQJJUHDWHUXQGHUVWDQGLQJVDQGDVKDUHGODQJXDJHDURXQGVFKRROFRPPXQLW\SDUWQHUVKLSVIRUOHDUQLQJ
WDNLQJUHVSRQVLELOLW\IRUHQVXULQJWKDWWKRVHIDFWRUVWKDWLQÀXHQFHVWXGHQWOHDUQLQJDUHVHHQDVFRUHWRVFKRRO
improvement;
LQYHVWLQJLQWKHXQGHUVWDQGLQJVRISHUVRQQHO LQFOXGLQJSUHVHUYLFHWHDFKHUV WKURXJKSURIHVVLRQDOOHDUQLQJRSSRUWXQLWLHV
and resource provision;
HQVXULQJWKDWSROLF\DQGIUDPHZRUNVDUHLQIRUPHGE\DQHYLGHQFHEDVHDQGDGHTXDWHO\IXQGHG
IDFLOLWDWLQJSDUWQHUVKLSVZLWKLQV\VWHPVDQGDFURVVVHFWRUVWKDWLPSDFWRQWKHZHOOEHLQJDQGOHDUQLQJRXWFRPHVRI
students and families;
HQJDJLQJSDUWQHULQJDQGEXLOGLQJDOOLDQFHVZLWKSXEOLFQRQJRYHUQPHQWFRPPXQLW\RUJDQLVDWLRQVLQGXVWU\DQGEXVLQHVV
to create sustainable school community partnerships;
KDUQHVVLQJDQGHQJDJLQJSHRSOHZLWKH[SHULHQFHLQVWUDWHJLFDOO\GHYHORSLQJVWURQJOLQNVZLWKWKHFRPPXQLW\DQG
partnerships to promote learning; and
HPSRZHULQJDQGWUDQVIRUPLQJFRPPXQLW\DQGV\VWHPVE\VXSSRUWLQJWKHPWRVKDSHDQGLQLWLDWHWKHLURZQDFWLRQVWR
promote the development of outward facing school communities.
Each stakeholder group is invited to develop an action plan in response to the Charter.

The &harterIRrprRPRtinJ2XtZarG)aFinJ6FhRRO&RPPXnitiesZDVLQLWLDWHGE\WKH&DWKROLF(GXFDWLRQ2I¿FH0HOERXUQHLQWKHOHDGXSWRWKH/RRN2XtPartnershipsIRr/earninJFRQIHUHQFHLQ7KH&KDUWHUUHÀHFWVWKHLQSXWDQG
VXSSRUWRIWKHOLVWHGRUJDQLVDWLRQV7KH&KDUWHUSURYLGHVDIUDPHZRUNIRUVFKRROVDQGRUJDQLVDWLRQVWRSURJUHVVWKHZRUNLQWKHLURZQFRQWH[WVZKLOVWDFNQRZOHGJLQJWKHFRQWHQWRIWKHGRFXPHQWDQGFRQWULEXWLQJRUJDQLVDWLRQV

