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INTRODUCTION
This report presents results from a survey you
completed last year for the Australian Youth
Research Centre’s Pathways Then and Now Study.
The survey is part of a major research project in
which we are following a group of young Australians
through the transition from the end of high school
into the next phase of their lives. Based on the
group’s reﬂections, we hope to build a picture
of the challenges and opportunities facing this
generation of young people as they make this
transition, a picture that can inform schools,

and hopefully help to make the road a little
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governments, and other members of your generation,

smoother for both this generation and future groups

In the first stage of this project,
we have surveyed 3977 students
from Victoria, NSW, ACT and
Tasmania. Thanks for taking part
in our survey. This report is one
of a number of progress reports
we will develop over the next few
years for people who continue
to take part. It gives you some of
the initial insights that we have
collected, both to show you how
the project is progressing and also
because you might be interested
in how you and Australians of
a similar age responded to the
questionnaires.

Our participants, the group on
which this report is based, is close
to evenly split on gender, but
with a few more women taking
part (45% males, 55% females)
and spread fairly evenly between
metropolitan and regional and
rural areas. Ten percent of you
were born overseas, as were
30% of your parents. The group
was also drawn from across the
various school sectors. As with
the general population, over half
the group attended government
schools (56%), with just under a
third at catholic schools (28%) and
the rest at independent schools
(15%).
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of young Australians.

HOW WAS
SCHOOL FOR
YOU?
When we asked how you felt
about school, in general most of
you had few serious complaints
- 18% were very satisfied, and 47%
satisfied. But there were some
differences. We found, for example,
that females tended to be more
satisfied with school than males,
and independent school students
were more satisfied than others
with school.

All or most
teachers take a personal interest in us

63.6%

teachers are fair and just

70.0%

teachers are too impersonal

13.1%

teachers give us enough encouragement

70.3%

most positive about the subjects,
teachers and other students. The
proportions that liked or really liked
these aspects are shown in table 1

teachers are well qualified and competent

79.8%

teachers insist too much on rules

27.7%

teachers give interesting and helpful classes

63.1%

teachers’ classes are often boring

19.0%

Like or
Really Like
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Table 2: “Generally speaking, how would you describe your
teachers?”

We also asked about the aspects of
school that you liked, and you were

Table 1: “How do you feel about
the following aspects of school?”
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When we asked a more detailed question about your teachers,
most of you were positive. For example, the vast majority of the
group (80%) appreciated the competence of most or all of their
teachers, as well as their teachers’ encouragements and sense of
fairness. You can see the responses in Table 2 below.

like the subjects?

80.4%

like the teachers?

71.9%

like the other students?

85.4%

like the classrooms?

41.6%

like the free time
activities?

64.6%

like the after-school
programs?

37.6%

STUDY AND
EMPLOYMENT
Although many of you (57%) were
already working part-time while at
school, with most planning to continue
into 2007, 93% of the group also
planned to do further study after high
school, either full time (67%), or part
time (26%). This suggests that many of
you will be balancing work and study
over the coming few years. Tertiary
study was the most popular study
option, and 82% of our participants
planned to undertake tertiary study at
some point.
We asked a number of questions to
see why participants were deciding to
continue or not continue with study.
For most of you, job and career related
reasons are more important than
personal development or personal
interest.

5

Table 3: “How important are the
following reasons for continuing with study?”

to gain an initial qualification

56.9%

to help me get a job

66.7%

for personal development

38.0%

for interest or recreation

28.0%

as a step to a career

69.2%

to increase my chances to be rich

24.1%

for my parents’ or carers’ sake

8.5%

Table 4 below shows the reasons for not continuing that
participants rated as very important or important.

Table 4: “How important are the following reasons for not continuing
with study?”
Very
important/
important
To get a job immediately

73.4%

I want to travel

84.4%

I want to pursue my interests or recreation

75.2%

I do not enjoy study

53.5%

I consider further study a waste of time

39.8%

I wish to commence a career immediately

72.0%

I wish to earn a lot of money

72.0%
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Very
important

ISSUES FACING
YOUNG PEOPLE

SOURCES OF PERSONAL
SUPPORT AND LIFE GOALS

We asked you what you saw as the main
issues facing young people in Australia
today, asking you to select three from a
list of twelve issues we thought might be
important. The proportions of you who
nominated each of these issues are shown
below and suggest that relationships of
various kinds, drug and alcohol abuse,
closely followed by money, are some of the
primary issues on people’s minds.
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Table 5: “What are the main issues facing
young people today?”
family relationships

45.0%

alcohol abuse

43.5%

drug abuse (other than alcohol)

39.2%

lack of money

32.7%

personal relationships

28.6%

bullying

26.6%

lack of jobs

19.4%

personal health issues

18.4%

sexuality

15.2%

violence in public places

12.1%

homelessness

7.1%

concern over the environment

5.2%

other

4.6%

We asked what you thought were your important sources of
help and support. Choosing from options such as support from
parents, living in a financially secure family, amongst others,
there were several areas which many of you nominated as very
important:
•

support from parents and family (76.6% nominated this as
very important)

•

support from peers (45.4% nominated this as very
important)

•

relevant subjects at school (54.3% nominated this as very
important)

Looking to the future, we asked what life goals were important
for you. The results are in the table below. Caring for a family,
financial security, developing your abilities and self fulfilment
were most often rated highly.
Table 6: “How important are the following life goals?”
Very high
to care and provide for a family

58.1%

to have financial security

55.8%

to have a special relationship with someone

55.1%

to develop my abilities to the fullest

52.8%

to seek self fulfilment

51.4%

to travel

47.5%

to pursue a life of pleasure

33.2%

to achieve a position of influence

29.0%

to be active in working for a better society

27.6%

to make a lot of money

23.7%

to help people who are in need

22.3%

to be better off financially than my parents are

18.5%

to live up to ethical principles

18.1%

to live up to religious or spiritual ideals

8.6%

This represents the first stage in our
efforts to build a picture of how
you and you contemporaries are
negotiating the opportunities and
challenges of the post high school
transition. Already it looks to be
an interesting and encouraging
picture, and we look forward to
seeing how 2007 has gone for you
and the group.

Australian Youth Research Centre
The Australian Youth Research Centre is located within the Faculty of Education at The
University of Melbourne. It was established in 1988 in response to a recognised need
by the youth affairs sector for relevant and up to date research on the issues facing
young people today.
The aims of the AYRC are to:
•

conduct relevant, coherent and reliable research on young people in Australia, with a
state, national and international focus;

•

assist with the development of policy and the implementation of initiatives based on
research findings;

•

develop strong links with the youth affairs sector, with particular attention to helping to
identify and address the sector’s research needs;

•

facilitate communication between educators, researchers, policy makers and youth
workers;

•

support the research activities of university staff and post-graduate students who have a
specific interest in youth affairs; and,

•

enhance the professional development of staff and students by assisting them to be
informed about the broader context of young people’s lives.

Australian Youth Research Centre
Activities
The AYRC has particular expertise in research on education, transition pathways, social
justice, gender equity and employment issues as they affect young people.
The main AYRC activities are:
•

undertaking research and publishing the outcomes in a manner accessible to policy
makers and the youth sector;

•

providing information and policy advice to governments and other organisations;

•

assisting and encouraging individuals or groups who work with young people.

AYRC activities involve:
•

undertaking small projects for groups lacking the capacity or opportunity to do so
themselves;

•

providing a base for post-graduate students wishing to undertake Masters or PhD
research on topics related to young people and the youth sector;

•

enabling academics to participate in established AYRC projects, and/or undertake their
own research on youth related issues;

•

maintaining a youth sector resource library;

•

publishing series of Working Papers and Research Reports;

•

conducting public seminars and conferences on a variety of issues relevant to those
working in the youth sector.

